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® UNRAVELLING HIMALAYAN CONUNDRUM

Alarm bells ring as
hill stations witness
snowless winter

SHAKOOR RATHER
New Delhi, Janvary 24

AMIDST THE SERENE apple
orchards, Nadeem Bhat's dis-
appointed look skyward
speaks of a pressing concern
— the unnerving absence of
the traditional winter cloak of
snow, an unexpected depar-
ture that experts say has
implications for Kashmir's
agriculture, tourism and its
delicate ecosystem.

Bhat, who has been at the
forefront of several environ-
ment initiatives in Khanmoh,
anindustrial hub some 18 kilo-
metres from Srinagar, said an
unusual dry spell during chillai
kalaan — the annual 40-day
coldest phase that starts on
December 21 — has castastark
shadow on tourism, crop pro-
ductivity,and wateravailability.

“Apple orchards, for exam-
ple, require a consistent snow
cover during this phase for a
bountiful crop but chllai
kalaanisalmostoverand there
is no sign of snow. Even if it
snows now, it won't cover the
deficit due to warmer and
longer days in February,” 38-
year-old Bhat told PTI.

As winter blankets the
majestic hills of northwest
India, a disquieting absence of
snow in popular tourist desti-
nations such as Gulmarg in
Kashmir and Shimla in
Himachal Pradesh has drawn
the attention of the publicand
experts alike.

They warn that the dimin-
ishing snowfall in the hilly
regions during January will
unravel a complex web of con-
sequences that extends beyond
aesthetics and tourism.

While certain areas, such as
Sinthan Top in Kashmir and
Auli in Uttarakhand witnessed
a brief spell of snow last week,
the delightwas shortlived.Win-
tergames,suchasskiingin Gul-
margand ice hockeyin Ladakh,
have also been disrupted this
year due toalack of snow.

According to meteorologi-
cal department data, in Janu-
ary UTs of Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh received zero pre-
cipitation resulting in minus
100% departure while the hills
of Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh have shown minus
99% departure.

A sliver of hope is that the

disquieting absence of snow at Gulmarg in Kashmir has

drawn the attention of the public and experts alike

localmetdepartments have pre-
dicted that snowfall is antici-
pated in Kashmirand Himachal
Pradesh starting January 25.

Environment expert Sandip
Singh highlighted that the cur-
rent season's absence of snow
has not only resulted in a sub-
stantial declinein touristarrivals
andwinter gamesbutalso poses
athreat towateravailability.

"It should also be a sign of
worry for people in plains
because thelackof snowin hills
will ultimately lead to reduced
water levels in rivers. Already,
we are facing water-stressed
conditions in many parts of
India,” said Singh, Assistant
Professor of Environmental
Sciences at Lovely Professional
University (LPU) in Punjab.

"Glaciers serve asvital con-
tributors to perennial rivers
suchas Ganga,Yamuna, Sutlej,
etc.,and the annual snowfall
plays a crucial role in sustain-
ing the ice in these glaciers.
These rivers, along with their
associated wetlands, playa piv-
otal role in groundwater
recharge — a necessity for
drinkingwaterand irrigation,"
he explained.

Observing that snowmelt
contributes to soil moisture
which is essential for plant
growth, senior agriculture sci-
entist Dr Shafat Ahmad Banday
said, reduced snowfall, there-
fore,mayresult in waterscarcity,
affecting irrigation and overall
crop productivity.

“Warmer winters may
prompt farmers to adjust
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planting schedules.Crops may
be planted earlier or later in
response to changing patterns,
impacting overall agricultural
practices.Farmers may have to
switch from rice to maize and
beans production under such
circumstances,” Bandey, an
Associate Professor at Sher-e-
Kashmir University of Agricul-
tural Sciences and Technology
(SKUAST) in Srinagar, told PTI.

Concerns about altered
flowering and fruiting seasons
for horticultural crops further
emphasise the intricate chal-
lenges faced by farmers.

“Failure to receive sufficient
chilling will lead to erratic bud
break, extend flowering, and
create non-uniform flowering.
This may also force early bud
break,” Bandey explained.

Climate scientist KS Athira
attributed the currentabsence
of snow in north India to the
declining number of western
disturbances (WDs).

“Thesesynopticsystems,orig-
inating from the Mediterranean
region and travelling eastward,
typically bring snow and rainfall
to the northern regions of India
during winter,” Athira, from the
Indian Institute of Science Edu-
cation and Research (IISER),
Mohali, told PTI.

Athiraand her colleagues at
IISER Mohali recently pub-
lished a study in the journal
‘Weather and  Climate
Extremes' which indicates a
significant decreasing trend in
WDs, potentially linked to cli-
mate change. —PTI
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VENKATA KRISHNA B
Hyderabad, Januvary 24

ONTUESDAY, SHUBMAN Gill
was named India’s men crick-
eter of 2023. On Wednesday,
a day before India’s first Test
against England, he turned
up fora full-on nets session at
the Rajiv Gandhi Interna-
tional Stadium in Hyderabad.

It’s a rare sight because
most first-eleven regulars
skip the match-eve practice
session. Mostly,only the back-
ups turn up, more in the hope
of an opportunity opening up
at the last minute.

But fewbatsmeninIndia’s
line-up, weakened by the
absence of Virat Kohli, would
be as under pressure as Gill
could be. So he slogged fora
good couple of hours in the
nets under the unusually
searing January sun.

After starting off against
seamers, he quickly shifted to
facing the spinners (all net
bowlers). Having struggled in
the pastagainst off-spinners,
he would seek one out and
instruct him to bowl a bit
slower through the air as he
alternated between attack
and defence. There were
times when he was beaten on
the outside edge. Gill would
often respond with an aggres-
sive shot.

Once Gill became confi-
dent,he would scruff the sur-
face with his spikes on the
fourth-fifth stump channel
around the full and good
length areas. The off-spinner
would test him by constantly
targeting the rough patch,
with the odd ball keeping low
and jumping.Considering his
returns in Test cricket in the
recent past, the first two
against England are of huge
significance for Gill.

Since scoring a century in
the last home Test, against
Australia in Ahmedabad, his
highest score has been 36 in
seven innings. Before the
squad for the first two Tests
was announced, there were
even deliberations over his
spot, but the management
kept his faith in him, waiting
for him to crack the consis-
tency code in the longest for-

In Virat Kohli's a

mat, as he has in the ODIs,
where he has been India’s
most bankable batsman in
thelast 15 months.

Wanted: Daddy tons

For a batsman who aver-
ages a whopping 61.37 in
ODIs, the mean in Tests is
only 30.58.It could be argued
that he has batted in harsh
conditions, both home and
away, after his breakout debut
series in Australia.

At the start of their
careers, the likes of Chetesh-
war Pujara, Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma all got tall scores as
India mostly played on the
traditional flat decks that
took time to wear and tear.
But Gill has seldom had that
luxury. Of course, there have
been odd ones in Chennai,
Kanpur, Wankhede and
Ahmedabad, where he has
one fifty and a century. But
given his talent,he can surely
master tough conditions too.

He had the sympathies of
coach Rahul Dravid.“Starting
out his journey as a cricketer,
sometimes you forget that it
takes people a little bit of
time. Some guys have success
instantly. Actually he's one of

bsence, it's even important for Shubman Gi
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those guys. He's done really
wellin some of his early tours,
especially in Australia,” he
points out.

“To be fair to him and a lot
of the young guys, a lot of
them have played on really
challenging wickets, whether
it's in India or overseas, over
thelast two-threeyears.It gets
quite hard at times. So just
hoping that over the course of
this five-match series he has
some big performances,’adds
Rahul Dravid, who has seen
him progress from India U-19
to the senior side.

Ever since Dravid came on
board, India have been look-
ingat Gill asa No 3, thanks to
the aggressive approach.
Having spent the last 23 years
on two old-school No 3s,who
were rock solid, India went for
Gill because they perceive the
role has changed.

In bowler-friendly condi-
tions, most modern teams
seek aggressive batsmen.
India are going with the tide.
So from the West Indies, he has
been occupying the spot.
There would not be a better
time for Gill to show his
prowess than when there is a
Kohli-sized holein theline-up.

eft) ana
Iyer’s pangs
If Gill has his own

headaches,so has Shreyas Iyer.
If Kohli was around, there
would have been deliberations
whether to bench him, more
so given the form of KL Rahul.
He is a destructive player of
spin bowling,arguably the sec-
ond best in the team after
Rohit Sharma, capable of
changing the course of the
match inasession.

In his brief Test career so
far, Shreyas has taken the
team out of trouble with
counter-attacking knocks.
Revisit his knocks in Kanpur,
Bengaluru, Chattogram and
Mirpur, you will get the drift.

Although his away num-
bers may deceive, in subcon-
tinental conditions, his
approach and game-plan look
totally the part. Not often has
he looked rattled by the con-
ditions and tried anything
silly. However, his meagre
returns inrecent times — 112
runs in the last 10 innings —
will invariably pile pressure
on him to score big runs.

England would try to rat-
tle himwith the raw pace and
bounce of Mark Wood, and
it’supon him to prove that he

Shreyas lyer to shoulder responsibility and

Can Gill and Iyer fill the Virat-void?

Ig runs

canhandleitadeptly.Wood is
a master at bowling from
around the stumps with a
packed leg-side field, the ball
aimed towards his ribs. How
he deals with those traps
would go a long way in
extending his Test career.
With Kohli not around, for
India to start on a strong note,
it is essential for both Gill and
Shreyas to step up. Last year,
especially with the World Cup
looming, they walked away
from the shadows of Kohliand
Rohit,and became an integral
part of a side. Having ticked
that box, the five-match Test
series provides theman oppor-
tunity to do the same in Tests.
When Kohli pulled out,Rohit
admitted that the thought of
going backto experienced play-
ers (Cheteshwar Pujara) did
occur fortheteam management
and selectors.“Look,actually,we
did thinkabout it (goingback to
a senior player). But all these
younger players,when are they
going to get their opportunity?
That's something we thought, I
thought as well,” Rohit admit-
ted.It’s time Gill and Iyer repaid
the captain’s trust, to keep their
spot as well as the country's
proud home record intact.
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Building Bridges, Breaking Barriers:

A Nation Rising in Uni
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V VIDYASAGAR SETU, WEST BENGAL

Vidyasagar Setu is a unique blend of astounding longevity and connectivity, serving not only as a vital
transportationlink but also as aniconic landmark gracing the city’s skyline. It is a matter of great pride that Dalmia

SED Cement was used in the construction of India's longest cable-stayed bridge, Vidyasagar Setu in West Bengal.
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ﬁa . Extract of the Unaudited Consolidated and Standalone Financial Resuits for the quarter and nine months ended 31st December, 2023
Total
Advances  Deposit CD Ratio CRAR PCR
Pi04bo.  1863%  538% G093  16.01% | | 95.21% AR Orore)
(Y-0-Y) {Y-0-¥) {Y-o-¥) \ For the quarter ended For the nine months ended |~ dn:- A
ERTi 31-12-23 | 300923 | 311222 | 311223 | 311222 | 310323
(Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) | (Unaudited) {Audited)
Consolidated financial rasults
Tolal income fram conbnuing aperasons 1.600 34,1449 3,354 10,303 9,628 13,540
Particulars 29023 | I J.03.2023 F‘-m:! tlmfa:-rurdlnx fram conlituing operalions [aker exceplional #ems & shae of 381 172 288 TiB 532 1,325
5 | Al ' L 3 nardure )
: (Reviewed) | (Reviewed) | (Audited) g::.r:t r;ﬁ;i‘e p::;g y1;ar2::ntqcngnub‘::il:$ Oparatons 266 124 214 534 475 1,083

|1 |Total |I'1CEIIT\\E.' from Dperahm.s (net) - ; : 641 2?1_ 545060] 2015896 iLass) for the period! year from discontnued oparations ) {1 4 1) (5 [4)
2_|Net Profi 'I_ [LGE'S} for the pETpd {bEfEH'E Tax, EIUEP?ICI’HF and/or Extraordmarly Hems) . 776689 102148 230511 Ned profit for The period) year alter Lax (continuing and discentinued oparations} 266 123 218 533 470 1,073

!3 Net Profi 'I. [LUES? for the period before ta"_ (after Exceptional andior Emaur!j'”ar)f' “E""ISJ 77689 102148 280511 Net prafit for the pariod! year after tax and non controding ineeest 263 118 204 511 446 1,035

4 |Net Profit/ [LOS‘S) for the period after tax (after Eﬂﬁepbﬂﬁm andior EW&Dfdlnaw Henms ) 50283 65297 186234 Tolal comprahersne neomed (loss) far the perod! year [Comgising Profi far B51 282 287 1,108 (649) {234)

5 |Total Comprehensive incoma for the period (comprising ProfitLoss) for the period Refer N 2 the perod (after tax) and Other Comprahansive income (after tax]]

(after tax) and other comprehensive income (affer tax) efer Note _ Paid-up quily shane capatal-Face Value Re. 2/- each 38 36 38 18 36 k14
6 |Paid Up Equity Share Capital 1195506 1195586] 1195596 o b , e
- - Earmings per share from condineng operations (not annualised)
T {Resarves {EIM!“Q Revaluation REEBFI"BE] MA M 1100525 | Basic (in Rupess) 1403 533 10,61 T 74 05 E5 44
8 |Securities Premium Account 362571 362571 362571 Dilutad (in Rupens) 14,03 6.33 10,61 e 2403 55 41
9 Ne1 Woﬁh 15?-7937 13”022 1(301505 Earnings per share from dscontimied operabions (ot annuaksaed)

: . - - ' : Basic {in Rupees) (e01) (0.0) n27 (0.06) (0 25) (022)
10 | Paid up Debt Capitall Outstanding Debt 0.07 0.07 0.07 Diluted (In Rupens) (0.01) (0.04) 0.26 (0.07) (0.26) [0.22)
11 Outsmndlng Redeamabla Prefarence Sharas = e . Earnings per share from condmuing and disconbnued operations (not

. . - annuaisad)

12 Deb!l Equity Ratio 1.07 0.88 0.80 Basic {iIn Rupees) 14.02 8.30 10,88 37.25 Z3.80 55.22
13 |Eaming Per Share {of 210/- each) {for comtinuing and discontinued operations)- Dilutad (In Rupaes) 14.02 5.20 10.87 27.24 Z3.78 55.18

1. Basic: 042 0.55 155 ?hndﬂlume r.r-nami:.l resubls
: - olel incoma from cperaticns r an a3 az a8 3@ 132

2. Diluted ; 0.42 0.55 1,56 “

Caher income a 85 11 103 106 200
14 | Capital Redemption Reserve - - - Prafit before fax g ar 12 106 110 205

| Prafit after tax | ] K] " 1 106 186

15 | Debenture Redemption Reserve = = - e

116 | Debt Service Coverage Ratio ;

! : _ Not Applicable

[17 | Interest Service Coverage Rafio A[J P The abowe is an extract of the detaled formal of financial results for he quarter and nine menlbes endad 31-12.2023, filed with the Stock Exchanges under Regulation 33 of the SEBI (Listing

i : ; i 8 oo sk Ry T e Chligations and Disclosure Requirements) Reguialions, 2015, The full Teemat of the Snancial resulis Toe the quarier and nine months ended 31-12-2023 are avaslable on the Siock Exchange

| Notes : 1. The above is an extract of the detailed format of quarterly) half-yearly financial results filed with the Stock Exchanges under raguiation 33 and 52 of the Listing Regulations. wishgiles, www rsaindia.com ard www besindia_ com and on he Compary's websile sww. daimiabharal com

| The full format of the quarterdy’ haff-yearly financial results is avaifable on the wabsites of the Stock Exchanges (www.nseindia.com and www.beeindia.com) and Bank's Website

| {www.ucobank.com) 2. Information relating to total comprehensive income and other comprehensive income is not fumeshed as Ind AS is not yet made applicable o the bank. (Purieel Yadu Dalmia) (Gautam Dalmia)

E 15@ Far L NI BRil » e h acksshadinelbaskedienhs Placs | Hew Dahi Managing Direclor & CEQ Mansaigng Direcloe
R Sd/- Sd/- Sdi- Date: 24th January, 2024 DN - DO022833 DN : DIODITSE
- o Place : Kolkata Vijaykumar Nivrutti Kamble Rajendra Kumar Saboo Ashwani Kumar

| (] Dated :24th January,2024 Executive Director Executive Diractor Managing Director & CED

www.ucobank.com Follow us FE@m® - Toll Free Help Line No: 1800 103 0123
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e, ‘B%_W'ug @gq@'_ Mﬁ;@l)ﬁ@ggﬁh i @@mmﬁ 'EH,J “Offer includes consumer affer, retail support, exchange offer and corporate/rural offer (wherever applicable) on Celerio (8- CHNG variant) & S- Presso (S-CMG variant). *As per JATO dynamic certificate dated 14% Auguat 2023, Teat Result of Rule 115 of
LT 89, FIRISTITUUILD UfTGU&UL‘ﬂULDGB‘BﬂUJ FQUTLOSBET 2 eiTarflL Central Motor Vehicles Aules, 1989. Applicable Terms and Conditions available at Maruti Suzuki Dealership. *Maruti Suzuki reserves the right to withdraw offers at any point in time without any advance notice. Offers valid for imited models and in
QL LsCaEhmentiT select states only. Offers may vary subject to the model and variant purchased. Inclusive offers available at the tme of invoicing. Terms & Conditions apply. The terms and conditions are subject to change without any prior nolice. Accessories and

DD : features shown in the pictures may not be part of the standard equipment and may vary according to the variant. Creative Visualization, Images used are for illustration purposes only, Car colour shown may vary from actual body colour due 1o printing
on paper. Black Glass shade on the car is due to lighting effect. Above offers are valid till 31 January 2024 or till stocks last, whichever is earlier

NEW PRINCE

MATRICULATION HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL SHRI BHAVANI SENIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL
(Recognised by the Govt, of Tamilnadu) (Atfitialed to GBSE, Wew Deihi ; Alfi, No.;1930858)
No.35-1/R, Gth Street, New Colony, Adambhakkam, Chennai - GO0 088. Ho. 18, South Sector, 2nd Street, Adambakkam, Ghennal - 600 088,

: :‘ STUDENTS’ SCIENCE, ARTS AND CRAFTS EXHIBITION - 2024
25.01.2024, Thursday at 04.00 p.m. 26.01.2024, Friday at 04.30 p.m.

*" INAUGURATION AND CASH AWARD TO THE RANK HOLDERS ANNUAL DAY CELEBRATION
e ,'- ' (CBSE School Students)

or. V. IRAI ANBU, u.c e

Forawer Chied Becratary, Govl of Tami Madu.

Dr. R.RAMAN, wa. rho.,

Principal, Presidency {:ullann Cheanal.
27.01.2024, Saturday at 05.00 p.m.

Thiru, N: CHANDRAN, ., ( VALEDICTORY FUNCTION )
Chairman, Zone ~ 12, Greater Chennal Corporation Thiru, H,s. BHAR“THT, M.A.B.L.,

Former Member of Parliameni

IhL POONGOD! JAGRDEESWARKM ME. | 5. Wl THIRUPPUGAZH, 1. 5. (Reta.)

SV 0 ol hesel Lpirtion | Thire. M. PRABHAKARAN, Direcior - Admin
Thiru. B. GUMALAN New Prince Shri Bhavani Arts & Science College, Medavakkam,

North Zeee Secretary - DMK WILL PARTICIPATE |

Taire. £ K PARTHASARATHY | This. MVIJAYAKUMSAR | Thirs. RAYMORD CORNEILLE
 Thire WESLYN CORMEILLE | 0c §, RAGU | Toiew, C.T MANI | i, S, JAYAPRAKASH |

In the presence of
Thiﬂl. K. LOGANATHAN, M.Com. M.Ed., Corréspondent & Chalrman Tmi. V.S. ﬂi‘AH.ﬁ.LAKSHML M.Com, M.Ed., M Phll., Sstrelary
Tmt. L. ARCHANA, M.E., M.A.. B.Ed., Vice Chairpersen Thiru. L. NAVEEN PRASAD, B.E., M.B.A., M.5¢., (UK), Vice - Chairman
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Dalmia

Bharat Limited

Building Bridges, Breakin@ Bar'riers:; |
A Nation RiSing in Un ¥ VIOYASAGAR BETU, WEST BENGAL

Vidyasagar Setu is a unique blend of astounding longevity and connectivity, serving not only as a vital
transportation link but also as aniconic landmark gracing the city's skyline. It is a matter of great pride that Dalmia
Cement was used in the construction of India’s longest cable-stayed bridge, Vidyasagar Setu in West Bengal.
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DALMIA BHARAT LIMITED

Sasunr Qrngms Uaargy go djusa gebd ajuspsra aleeigiif raiserdisra Qury syialliy (CIN No: L14200TN2013PLC112346)

; o ; 2 3 Regd. Ofice: Dalmiapuram - 821851, Distl. Tiruchirapalll (Tamil Madu)
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